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A STATUE of Celtic founder
Brother Walfrid has been
erecled at the entrance to
the foalball club’s home in
Parkhead. I shows the
Marist Brother seated with a
hook in his hand as i
teaching a class ol children
- as he did for almos! 30
years in the east end of
Glasgow during the late
19th century.

At the unveiling on 5
November, Archbishop Mario
Conii blessed the nine-foot high
brromee stwlae, whach was funded
by Cellic suppoders  from
around the workl

The Archbishap, who hokk
no panticular fooiball allegiance

apan from a soft-spot for his
nabive Elgin Oty - saidk “While
1 was always sware of the parl
Celtic played in the history and
culture of the Catholic commu-
nity in Glasgow over the past
100 years and more | have, since
coming W the cily =
Archbithop, learned more about
that history and have grown to
mppreaiate how much we should
value it”

Thal sentiment was ez hocd by
Cehic chairman Brian Quinn
who descnibed how  Brother
Walirid’s vision had seen the
benefils of a football club as a
means of helping the peor.

“We are amovement, founded
on principkes established by a
quicl, determmed man who set
oul 1o being oul the best in
preple anmd promete a gerenmily
of spirit that endures today,” he
sanl

“He also saw lhis as o neans.
of bringing logeiher the Scotiish
as well as the lrish srands of

could draw inspiration, s sense
of self-wonh and some kind of
positive response to those that
did not make them welcome,
These are powerfid sentiments
and they drove the Club and it
supporters forward.”

An estimated 3000 supporers
wmed put for the wavelling of
the amue which was created by
Glasgow  seulplor  Kawe
Robinson. Among the official
guests were Cellic manager
Gordon Strachan, youth coach
Tommy Bums and club capamn
Neil Lennoa. They were joined
by relatives of Brother Walfrid
md members of the Marist
commundy. The cleb’s Old Firm
rivals Rangers were represented
by John Greig, whose features
we caplured m o stalue ouside
Ibeooe Stadium in memory of the
victim’s of the 1971 lbrox
disziter.

Composer Janes MacMillan
crenled & pocial poce of nisic,
‘Walfrid at the gates of Paradise,
which was played on the day by
musicans from the Coatbridge
3t Patrick's branch of Comhalles
Clenliodri Fircann,

Eddie Toner, chair of the
Hrother  Walfrid  Memorial
Communee, said the stwe was
“u lading memoral to 8 greal
humanitarian”,  He  addal:
“Walfrid gwve us @ vision - one
that was Christian, charitable,
mehusrve and aboul never forget-
ang our roods. He gave us @
symbol for the communily, s
sense of identity and something
o be proud of.”

Bally McNeill, who as Cellic
capinin Iifted the Ewopern Cup
n 1967, said that lhe commane-
ration was long overdie.

“For a Muarisl Brother 1o start
a foolball club the cast end of

Gilaggow's
lation. From the very ouset
Cehic Football Club

commanded the passionate
suppart of communilics & was
inended 1o represent. This was
something with which, in their
deprived conditions, they could
identify and from which they

(mgow which now has a repu-
miion acmss the world s
amumeing,” he =il “Celic sl
oui o be non-sectarian right
froee the outsel Even the name
was carciully chosen bocause it
refleeted he Scollish and lrish
roats.”

Seat in 'Paradise’ for Brother Walfri

His goal was to serve the poor of the east end

BORN IN 1840 in the
village of Ballymote, in
County Sligo, Andrew
Kerins took the reli-
gious name Brother

Walfrid  when  he
joined the Marist order
in 1864,

It was six years carlier, in
1558, that the Socicty of Mary
hod smived in Glasgow and
founded 51t Mungo's Academy,
making 3 formidable contribu-
tion 1o the education of poor
Catholic children in the cast end
ofthe dly.

Their religious dynamism
allowed the Marist Brothers 10
dedicate much of their Bves 1o
the commumity they halped o

il and sEsequently serve

Brother Wallrid tnigghl in St
Mary's, Abercronsy Street,
before becoming headmasier of
the Sacred lheant school in
Bridgeton, For nany of the
children hunger was a coastant
factoc. So in assocation with
the 51 Vincen De Paul Socicty,
he sel up the Penny Dinner®
tables whereby the poor were
peavided with one warm,
substantial meal per day.

Aware of the growing el
imsm for football and neting the
success of the Edmbuargh Irish
Catholic club, Hibernin, in
winnag the Scoltisa Cup m
1887, Brother Walfrid decided
it was lime Aasgow had ils
wwn club with a similar identity
and charitable goal.

O 6 November 18T m S
Mary’s parish ball Brother
Walfid met with local busi-
nessmien 10 propose the forma-
tion of the Celiic Foathall and
Athletic Chab.

They stabed: “The main
object of the club is 1o supply
the East End conforences of the
51 Vincen! de Paul Society with
the fimds for the mainlenancs
of the *dinner 1ables’ of cur
needy children in the missions
of i Mary's, Sacrad Hert and
St Michael's. Many cases of
sheer poverty are left uaaided
theovagh lack of means, ILs
herefore with Lhis objeel that

we have set afloal the *Cehic” ™

The subseription lis: was
headed by Archbishop Charles
Eyre. Alihough the Archivishop

of Glasgow kaew nothing aboul
foathall, he was prepared to
sapportany scheme that the
welfare of the poor 21 heant

Celdic played their fird ever
game on a fine spring evening
on 2§ May 1888 winning 3.2
against (Hlasgow Rangers. The
gate receipts yielded some £400
which helped feed the ungry
poorof the east end.

I 1893 Brother Walfrid trans-
femed 10 London, and Luer helped
extablish the Mans college al
Gmwve Ferry near Canterbury.

In failing health be moved
back W Scolland, o Mounl 5L
Michocls - the Marist relzement
house next 1o St Joseph's College
in Dunfiies. He died dhere on
the 17 April 1915, and was
‘uried im the nearby cemetery.

CELTIC CROSSES
SUPPORT
RESTORATION
OF CALTON
CHURCH

STONEWORK from the building where
Celtic was founded is being used 1o
creale @ unique set of hand-carved
Cellic crosses.

And it is hopad that the historic colkec-
tors” items will generate funds towards the
restoration and refurbishment of St Mary's
church, Abercromby Sireet.

R wasala meeting in St Mary's parish hall oa

Noversber 1857 her Walkid and local
parishiorers peoposad the founding of Celtic.

For over 100 years the Forbes Steet hall
was the hub of the Calton parish's social life,
bt weas demolished on safety prounds in the
1990 The site is now owned by Joe Logam,
o former Celtic player, wha donated the stone
for use mn making a limied edidon of 100
CTOSses,

Archbishop Comti presented the first
foot-high cross o Celtie charmm Brian
Quinn. In retum, the Celtic Charity Fund
presentad ncheque for £5000 1o Mgr Peter
Smith, parish priest of 51 Mary's. 1o help
the church restoration fimd, as a token of
gratinude to the parish community out of
which the chub grew,

Mgr Smuth said: “As a parsh we are
proud of our historic hink with the
fonmding of Celtic, ad were deliphted to
be able to make tis specia gift to the club.

“We are also grateful to the Celtic
Charity Fand for supporting our reslom-
thon appeal and hope that others will belp
us achieve our goal by purchasing the
Celtic crosses,”

St Mary's 6 the second eldest Catholic
church m the city of Glasgow, The cnpomg
restoration progmmme i expected to cost
over £ Imillion and 15 bemng supported by
Historic Scotland, the Heritage Lottery
Fund, Glasgow City Council, and the ster-
ling effons of parshioners,

To commission a Brother Walfrid
Stone Cross contact:

enquiries @walfridstone.com




